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confess . . .. For years, | have driven on
Conant extremely slowly once you make
the left turn off of Church Street, just to
catch a glimpse of the captivating and
large sculptures made of metal and glass,
capturing the sunlight on a front lawn. In
addition, | have been entranced by the art-
work of metal and stained glass adorning
many of the Weston Public Library’s (WPL)
windows or sitting above people brows-
ing the books in the tall bookcases. Lo
and behold, they are all made by one and

the same artist, our very own long-term
Weston resident, Joseph Ferguson.

| was definitely thrilled when the
opportunity arose for me to interview Joe
as the Weston Art and Innovation Center
(AIC) has planned a reception in Joe’s
honor on October 1, 2022 as a thank you
for his loan of the sculpture, Counterpoint,
that is currently beautifying the front lawn
of the AIC building. You may have seen it
as you drove through the town center or
during the Celebrate Weston event earlier
this year. If you have not had a chance to
soak in this magnificent piece, | suggest
you make a separate trip to see it and park
nearby so that you can walk around the
sculpture and enjoy it from all sides.

This time, as | drove up Conant, |
turned into Joe’s driveway and was greet-
ed by a feast for the eyes — so much more
than the peek | usually achieved when
inching past his driveway. His front lawn
is dotted with so many different, large and
fascinating sculptures that | could now
enjoy up close and personal. | had to sit
there and soak it all in for a moment. As |
tried to find the front door in order to ring
the doorbell, | wound up around the side
of his house and saw the backyard, which

also has incredible sculptures of aluminum,
some painted, some polished, and all
beautiful works of art. | made my way back
to the front yard, where Joe appeared,
greeted me with a smile and opened a
sliding glass door that allows one to enter
right into his studio, where he creates his
masterpieces. In every corner and shelf,
there are finished smaller sculptures,
models of the larger sculptures, pieces that
were on loan that have been returned and
are now stored at his studio, sculptures in
progress, scrap pieces of glass of every
color imaginable, soldering and other tools,
and pieces made by others that some-
time join Joe in a sort of open studio type
atmosphere. One friend and fellow sculptor
I met, John Skillman, who was working
on one of his own pieces for his daughter,
explained, “We are all inspired by Joe and
his lifetime of sculpting.”

Joe was born in Bergenfield, New
Jersey in 1930 and was raised there and
in New York. He worked as a draftsman
for the New York Central Railroad and then
decided to apply to Cooper Union College
night school. Peter Cooper was a wealthy
industrialist, who opened this college for
New York State residents to attend for free
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in order to study architecture, engineering
and art. Within six months of attending, Joe
was called into service during the Korean
War and helped build airfields in Korea.
While still in Korea, he got his Gl bill and
decided to study art in Edinburgh, Scot-
land at the Edinburgh College for the Arts.
There, he met his wife, Isabel, who was
studying history at Edinburgh University.

In 1957, Joe and Isabel got married and
honeymooned in Europe, visiting, among
other sites, the beautiful churches with their
stained glass windows. When they decided
to return to the United States, they chose
Boston as the perfect place to live since
Isabel was a Christian Scientist and Boston
was the Christian Science center of the
country. While Isabel worked at the Chris-
tian Science Monitor as a “copy kid,” Joe
began to work at a stained glass shop in
Haymarket Square that serviced architectur-
al buildings desiring stained glass windows.

After living for a short time in Boston on
Hemingway Street in a basement apart-
ment with a Murphy Bed, Joe and Isabel
moved to Wellesley Hills and then ultimate-
ly moved to Weston in 1958, where they
raised their three sons, Chris, Mark and

Eric. When they first looked at the property
on Conant Road, it was overrun by trees

in the front and blackberry bushes in the
back. A rundown barn filled with termites
was the main structure on the property.
Joe fell in love with it and knew it would be
perfect as a home and as an art studio, and
he asked Isabel to trust his vision for the
property, which she did. They converted
the hayloft into a living area with dormers,
cleaned up the front and back, rid the
structures of termites, and created a work-
space and studio for Joe to let his imagina-
tion run free to create his sculptures.

As time went on, Joe began to build
his sculptures, often putting them on his
lawn to see how they would catch the
sunlight. “I like to play with form and space
in sculpture,” states Joe. “The sunlight hits
the pieces differently and with different light
intensities as the sun moves across the
sky.” At one point, he also created sculptural
jewelry with which he would woo Isabel and
sometimes sell. He no longer makes jewelry,
but he continues to sculpt to this day, using
primarily aluminum, glass, copper, and
brass. His sons, two of whom are retired,
often help move the sculptures to their next
location, whether to an art show, a museum,
a park, a library, a home, or wherever they
need to be placed. His sculptures can be
moved in smaller pieces, often light enough
for two people to carry. His art can be seen,
among other places, in Texas, in Maine,
in various towns in Massachusetts, and
online at www.josephferguson.com. One
incredible place his art was exhibited was
at the Christian Science Pavilion at the
New York World’s Fair in 1965. When the
Fair ended, that sculpture was broken into
smaller pieces and sold to private collectors
around the country.

Currently, Joe works on a commission
basis, selling direct to people, rather than
through a gallery or agent. He starts with
an idea and then solidifies the formation

as he progresses through the creative
process. He draws his inspiration for
each piece, as he says, “from a lifetime
of living.” When he struggles to complete
a sculpture, he steps away for a bit, but
then ultimately returns to finish it, knowing
he has devoted a lot of time and effort
to the piece and its creation. Each piece
has a name, sometimes from the shape of
the piece (i.e. the “Chromacopter,” which
resembles a helicopter) and sometimes
from something happening at the time of
its creation (i.e. the “Yellow Submarine”
sculpture got its name from the movie of
the same title that came out around the
time Joe created that particular sculpture).
Wherever Joe gets his inspiration, we
can only hope the ideas keep coming. For
many decades, Joe has created these
works of art, some of which have moving
parts, some of which kids can climb on
and sit in, and some of which are solely for
feasting your eyes on and experiencing the
way the sunlight glints off of the glass or
metal. What an absolute treasure Weston
has in calling Joe one of their own, and
now all of Weston can enjoy his work at
the AIC and the WPL and celebrate Joe
on October 1st from 2-3pm at the AIC’s
reception honoring him.<
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community event

The Weston AIC Celebrates Local Artist, Joe Ferguson,
and His Stunning Sculpture Counlterpoint

Saturday, October.T, 2022

By Audrey Pepper, Photo by Nicole Mordecai

or years, necks have craned on

the narrow winding stretch of

Conant Road just beyond Church g&

Street, thanks to the delightful
curiosity of tall stained-glass and alu-
minum sculptures populating the front
yard of resident artist, Joe Ferguson.
You may unknowingly be familiar with
Joe as he is the stained-glass artist
with works on display in our very own
Weston Pubilic Library (WPL).

In early May 2021, Margaret Awad,
a member of the Country Garden Club
of Weston, reached out to the Weston
Art & Innovation Center (AIC), seeking interest in having one
of Joe’s eye-catching, driver-distracting pieces grace the
AIC’s front lawn, at the intersection by which the entire world
seems to pass. Meeting Joe has been on my radar for years,
and so | was thrilled when Margaret worked her magic and
facilitated a personal tour led by Joe of his property, artwork,
and studio, all right here in Weston.

Joe has been a longtime friend to the WPL, so it made
great sense to showcase his extraordinary sculpture on the
front lawn of the AIC, the WPL’s maker space, which an-
chors the corners of School and Church Streets and Boston
Post Road. Time and place aligned with the Town Center
Improvement Project wrapping up, the power lines coming
down and the new sculpture landing. With generous help
from the Country Garden Club of Weston, Counterpoint was
moved onto its new site in early May 2022. Yes, it took a
full year to work through permissions, appraisals, and the
logistics of a “safe” (and insured) means of transportation.
The wait was well worth it. On the day of installation, while
the professional art movers moved it into place, there were
immediate thumbs up from the passing drivers making their
way through the newly minted four corner stop.

| believe that Counterpoint holds the current honor of being
the only public art piece to adorn this hallowed four-tenths of
a mile stretch that we call Town Center. Although Counterpoint
is the “first” public art piece in the new Town Center, | hope to
see more public art, aimed at enhancing the streets and parks
that have been so thoughtfully considered and designed.

Once again, | want to thank Margaret Awad and the Country
Garden Club of Weston for proposing this splendid idea and for
making it possible to get Counterpoint to its place on the hill.

Please join the AIC on Saturday, October 1, 2:00-3:00pm
in a celebration of Joe Ferguson, our forever young, Weston
artist. No registration required. You and all your friends are
invited — just stop by and come on in!

What is the AIC?

The AIC’s doors are open to all with a refreshed mission
(and building) as a maker and artist community space. These
are not sacred halls or the shushed, former stacks that were
housed in this building during its first life as a library. The

AIC is YOUR place to make noise,

get dirty and indulge your inquisitive
and creative side. Come use the AIC’s
maker spaces and equipment and
engage with others who share your
areas of interest. Build skills from the
ground up or jump in at whatever your
level of experience. With fiber arts,
jewelry, fine arts, tech/fabrication,
culinary arts, floral-design and live
music all on the fall calendar, there is
so much to do!

In addition, community groups that
are near and dear to our hearts will be
returning this fall to use the AIC as their stage. They include
the Weston-Wayland Children’s Business Fair in October, the
Weavers Guild of Boston’s Annual Fair in November, and the
AIC’s Handmade Holiday Market returning in December.

For additional information about the AIC, visit
www.westonaic.org. <
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